Running the Desk

'* THE post card is now finished and slipped into the basket. Again he turns
to the khadi stationery case. It is evidently an article that he is going to write,
because he extracts a number of odd sheets, with writing on one side, but
unused on the other. These are his ' pusti * sheets, carefully collected from the
blank pages on the backs of letters and other communications which come in
endless numbers by each post. Bapu begins to write. The article seems to be of
a serious nature, probably on some burning problem of the day, for a concen-
trated, even stern, look appears on his countenance. Before the article is finished
he begins to feel sleepy. The pen is laid in tne stand, and the tiny tin top is placed
on the balm bottle. The' pusti' sheets are carefully put on one side, and Bapu
turns and lies down on his gaddL He removes his glasses, places them by the
side of his pillow, and in one or two minutes he is fast asleep, and breathing as
peacefully as a little child."1
Thus described Miss Mirabehn, the editor of the Young India
a;*id the Harijan running the desk.
In his book Seven Months with Mahatma Gandhi Shri Krishnadas
gave another pen picture of the editor, in a different setting :
" As I found Mahatmaji looking grave at all times, I rarely went to him
unless sent for. I suppose he assumed this seriousness in order to get through
his work.
*' Once or twice, I had even seen him cooling his forehead and head with ice.
And yet everyday, whether in his room or in the train, he would go on calmly
and patiently writing articles for the Navajivan and the Young India, while all
round him people were making noise and the crowds were howling outside.
Such complete mastery over the mind seemed to me unique. When he had done
with the report of the Sasaram speech, he took up that of his Gauhati speech,
but put it by, having looked through it a little."*
Unfortunately nobody has recorded a graphic picture of Gandhiji
1 Mirabehn : Incidents of GandhijVs Life, Ed. by Chandrashankar Shukla,
(Vora & Co., Bombay, 1949), pp. 186-187.
* Krishnadas : Seven Months with Mahatma Gandhi (S. Ganesan & Co.,
Madras, 1928), p. 34.
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